Career Pathways

So You Want to Be a Change Agent?
Make a difference. Gain skills. Build community.
Find a job. Change the world.
Change Agent Pathways
Volunteer

Non-Profit Work (or Social Justice Work)

Run for
union
president or
other office

Run for
office
Executive director

Work on a
campaign or
ballot
initiative

Educate
others;
advocate for
legislation

Understand and
vote in elections

Union Activist

Get a job
with the
union as an
organizer

Campaign
manager
Be a leader
in a community organization

Lead
organizer

Office
manager

Accounting

Be active
in a community organization

Grassroots
organizer

Clerical
work, communications

Fundraising,
bookkeeping

Get a job
with the
union as an
office worker

While on the job,
become a union leader
or a union steward

Join a union, start a
union, build the union
at your job

Community Member * Working Person

D IS CU S S : What is a “change agent”? In what ways are you a change agent in your life, your family, and

your community? (Note: in this context, an “agent” is someone who shows “agency,” someone who
is not passive.) According to the chart, what are three main ways you can be a “change agent” in your
community? Which ones do you have experience with?

RE S EARCH: Use a pencil to mark a pathway on this chart that might make sense for you. Use <bls.gov/

ooh/> to research the training you would need to move forward and the salary you would earn. (Of
course there is no pay for the jobs in the volunteer section. However, consider and discuss the way these
volunteer jobs would help equip you for paid jobs.)
LEAR N MO R E about unions. See pp. 48-51 of the “Good Jobs, Not Just Any Jobs” issue of The Change

Agent and pp. 23 and 41 of this issue.
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